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MESSAGE FROM THE
BOARD
President- Brian
Conn, CGCS

As our first full season as a new Association enters its last phase, I reflect back upon a wonderful year and look
forward to many more ahead of us. I would like to thank all of our Board Members, Chapter Administrator,
members and guests alike for making each event this year so memorable and successful. I hope everyone is taking
advantage of everything we offer to enhance both their work and personal life. Be sure to utilize the association for
any of your needs even if we haven’t addressed them previously, growth can be achieved by going down new
avenues and taking on new challenges. If you have been pleased with our offerings tell a friend or begin to include
staff members who you think could find value in our association. There is no better advertisement than word of
mouth from a happy customer!
I hope you took advantage of the Social Golf Event at Mendon Country Club. Sometimes we just need to get away,
swing the sticks and recharge our batteries with our peers. I always treasure time with others in the industry and
try to both share my experiences and learn from the experiences of others. Don’t discount the value in this.
Isolation can be damaging to our career health and lessen our value to our employers.
Be sure to enjoy the holiday season as it approaches, but save the date for our Annual Meeting and Education Day
on December 8th. I know that Annual Meetings can be a little “dry” but in the early years of our new association;
feedback, input, and involvement of an engaged membership is what will pave the way to a brighter tomorrow. This
is a great time to make your voice heard, learn more about a future spot on the Board of Directors, or even become
a Committee member. The winter will also bring our Shooting Day at the Country Club of Buffalo. If you haven’t
attended this event in the past I would highly recommend it!
Thank you once again for the honor of holding this position and serving with so many dedicated and wonderful
people. I know that in such a changeable year for me personally, this association was comforting, familiar, and
supportive. I hope that it can be the same for each and every one of you in the moments you need it.
Brian

GCSA OF
NY
is looking to start booking golf events
for 2022

If you are interested
in hosting an event
please contact
Suzanne at
gcsaofny@gmail.com

Fertilizer 2021: A Year in Review
by Scott Andre
standre@andreandson.com
Year 2020 was a difficult one. However, from the perspective of a fertilizer formulator, 2021 has been a
much more difficult year to navigate. From staffing issues, keeping ingredients in stock, keeping up with
price changes, to securing production materials and transporting finished goods to market, this past year
has been taxing to say the least.
As we know, the markets have advanced steadily since last December. With that said, basic ingredients have
increased to levels we have not witnessed since 2008. Besides strong global demands, other reasons for the
increases are as follows along with the price change from last year at this time:
• Nitrogen – Grain prices, especially corn and soybean have increased over the year which resulted in the
agriculture industry consuming very large amounts of nitrogen for increased yields. Increased natural gas
costs have also added to the manufacturing expenses of ammonia gas which is a key component to Urea.
2021 Price Fluctuations for Natural Gas

o Urea + $489 / ton
o SCU + $422 / ton
o Ammonium Sulfate + $206 / ton

2021 Price Fluctuations for Corn

• Phosphorus – Phosphate raw material costs, particularly sulfur and ammonia, have increased sharply as
refinery issues due to COVID-19 restricts limiting supplies. China also has phosphates on the list of
products they will not allow to be exported until at least next June. The U.S. doesn’t buy much phosphate
from China but the country represents about 30% of world trade. Now China’s traditional buyers will be
looking elsewhere. Another factor for U.S. fertilizer buyers currently are the duties against Russia and
Morocco that many believe started the increase in phosphate prices.
o Diammonium Phosphate + $358 / ton
• Potassium – Muriate of Potash (MOP) shortages, due to brine inflows, reduced Mosaic Companies mining
by approximately one million tons from two primary mine shafts.
o MOP + $458 / ton
Price increases are not new to our industry but there were new issues we faced in 2021 adding to the cost of
finished goods. These new issues have not been witnessed in our fifty plus years of fertilizer manufacturing.
We have all been impacted by increased freight rates and extended delays for deliveries. These two
components forced us into the bulk trucking business. Delays in bagged fertilizer deliveries that we produce
cause stress and aggravation, however, if we do not receive at least the same tons per day, the bulk bins are
soon empty. After almost depleting all inventories of urea, potash, and carbonates, we increased our bulk
fleet to three dump trailers and a triaxle. With more van trailers available to hire, it allows us the ability to
hire an outside carrier to deliver finished packaged goods while our trucks can pick up ingredient fertilizer
and keep production moving forward. We didn’t plan to get into the bulk fertilizer hauling business, but the
current availability of trucks-for-hire has forced us to haul our own at times.
Another large issue this year is securing enough pallets to continue production. Typically, a truckload of
pallets is easily purchased from a multitude of companies. However, this year with pallets becoming virtually
nonexistent, we find ourselves ordering months in advance with the hopes of finding a company that can
deliver in a timely manner. In addition, we have also been repairing damaged pallets to keep production
moving forward. Again, we never intended to use labor to repair damaged pallets but they are just as
important as any other component for allowing packaged fertilizer to be delivered. Pallet costs have more
than doubled since last year.
All in all, we have experienced unusual and surprising obstacles this year, including increased expenses,
sourcing vehicles to move freight, and the deficiency of manufacturing products. Unfortunately, these
issues are unlikely to diminish anytime soon. The current market conditions will likely alter the way we
navigate the early order programs this winter. However, the American people have always found a way to
prosper in times of hardship and it is my firm belief we will do so once again.
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Shooting Event at Country Club
of Buffalo
Thursday December 16th starting at 9 am

$50pp includes Trap, skeet, 5 stand,
brush walk and quail fields with
lunch immediately following
Registration is now open on the website at gcsaofny.org
It is recommended that you bring your own ammo

BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES
A guide for environmental
sustainability

GCSAA’s BMP Planning
Guide and Template is an
online resource that
provides for the
development of golf
course best management
practices (BMP) programs
at the state level.

Click here for NYS Golf Courses BMP
Click here for Second Edition BMP
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Suzanne Mis

This has been a beautiful and busy fall. Now that events are back into full swing, I have been busy organizing
the events for the rest of the year along with 2022. I want to thank all the superintendents that volunteered
their time and courses to hold GCSA of NY events at their clubs. I know you all are busy keeping up with the
demands of the golf course and I appreciate your dedication to the association by holding an event at the
club. Special thank you to Chris Richter, Scott Howard, Matt Falvo and Martin Ward.
2021 will end with a bang! December is our annual meeting and education day which will be in person. It will
be held at the Country Club of Rochester on December 8th. We plan to have a full day of speakers and end
with our annual meeting. The agenda has been posted and registration is open. The GCSAA education credits
and Dec credits have been applied for and speakers secured. Registration is required.
The scholarship committee has posted the guidelines for the first annual GCSA of NY scholarship that will be
awarded at the annual meeting. Applications were due by October 29th, so I hope you submitted on time to
take advantage of this amazing opportunity. Our association is committed to giving back to our members
and the community.
Also, in December we will hold a shooting event at The Country Club of Buffalo, this event has always been
well attended and I expect that it will fill up fast. The cost is $50 per person and includes a continental
breakfast, shooting and buffet lunch. You will be able to purchase ammunition, but it is recommended that
you bring your own.
Next year is already shaping up to be a momentous year for the association. We are planning a family snow
tubing event and bowling for this winter, the Member-Guest tournament will be at Bellevue Country Club in
May, three walk and talk events with Frank Rossi are scheduled in April, July and October and of course
social golf and the annual POA golf tournament. I will post the dates as they are decided so you can put them
on your calendar.
I will be attending the Chapter Symposium this month and I was asked to help volunteer at the Carolina
education conference in Myrtle Beach. I am excited that the board will be sending me to both events and I
look forward to learning new things to bring back to New York. I am committed to building this association
along with the board to make it the best.
Finally, we are always looking for superintendents that are willing to serve on the committees and the board.
We will only succeed if we have an active, involved membership. I hope you will consider serving in some
way. If you have questions or comments please feel free to contact me at gcsaofny@gmail.com.

FAMILY SNOW TUBING
SATURDAY
JANUARY 15TH
GREYSTONE LINKS
Member-Guest
Tournament
May 26th
Bellevue Country Club

MET Team Championship
GCSA of NY sent a team of 8 members to represent our
association in the MET Team Championship event at Saratoga
National Golf Club on October 12th.
The team consisted of the following players:

Gross Team:
Carl Schimenti
Dave Hicks
Tim Lane
Nicholas Perucci
Net Team:
Anthony Tosh
Chris Makowski
Nevin Hess
Joe Lucas

The Philadelphia AGCS wins 2021 Met Area Team Championship at Saratoga National Golf Club
After taking a year off due to the Covid-19 pandemic and with some familiar faces back on the team,
the Philadelphia AGCS won the 2021 MET Team Championship at Saratoga National Golf Club in
Saratoga, NY! This is their fifth title in the past 16 years, shooting a combined score of 4 under, 282!
In a tight battle at the top, Philadelphia won by 4 strokes over the defending champions from
Connecticut. Great play by all 8 team members helped propel Philadelphia to the top, led by the
lowest best-ball gross score of the day of a 3 under 69 by Jeff Haas and John Gosselin. They had a
well-balanced team with Rich Sweeney and Jon Urbanski firing the 5th lowest Net score of the day at
67. Philadelphia rounded out the winning team with scores of 74 gross from Darren Farrar and Chet
Walsh and an even par 72 from Greg D’Antonio and Nick Lubold.
Fall foliage was peaking at just the right time for host superintendent Joe Lucas. Joe was on hand
competing for the newly formed GCSA of New York and had the Roger Rulewich gem in tip top shape
after a brutally rainy year. Joe grew in Saratoga National 20 years ago and has kept the challenging
layout in the best courses of New York ever since with fantastic greens and tee to green conditioning!
Defending champion Connecticut made a good run at Philadelphia, but in the end the title came
down to the difficult par 5 sixth, where a best ball of 9 caused some unfortunate heartache! It’s
believed the unnamed team is sending a case of beer to their other teammates for retribution. In
third place the team from the Pocono group edged out New Jersey by just 2 strokes.
Once again after a challenging pandemic, the Met Area Team Championship was made possible by
our 7 major sponsors who continue to step up to make this one of the best events across North
America! Please join me in thanking Allied Nutrients, BASF, Bayer, Ocean Organics, Plant Food,
Syngenta and Toro as they continue to support this fantastic event.
The Met Area Team Championship continues to raise money each year to help those in our industry
going through difficult times. Over the past 10 years we have raised over $10,000 and have supported
superintendents, industry representatives and their families in times of need. After the last event
held, we donated $1,000 to the Tyler Reeb Trust. Thank you to all who support these efforts with the
50/50 raffles! If you know of anyone in need please let us know.
Thanks again to all our sponsors, Joe Lucas and his entire staff, and all the folks at Saratoga National
GC for another successful championship! A special thank you to our local GCSAA representative
Kevin Doyle for help with registration and our resident photographer Shaun Barry for the great
photos that can be found at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmWY1oRS We look forward to seeing everyone next
year, so stay tuned for announcements over the winter! Note: Please save the date for the Nor’easter
Ski Day at Killington Mountain on February 15th, 2021!!

2021 MET Area Team Championships
Saratoga National GC
Par 72 (288)
October 12th, 2021
Team Scores Par 288 (Ties broken by lowest gross scores ( ), then net)

Score

1st Philadelphia AGCS
282
2nd Connecticut AGCS
286
3rd Pocono Turfgrass Association
291
4th GCSA of New Jersey
293
5th METGCSA
295
6th GCSA of Cape Cod
298
7th Long Island GCSA (72)
300
8th Eastern Shore AGCS (80)
300
9th Northeastern GCSA
308
10th GCSA of New York (74)
309
11th Hudson Valley GCSA (83)
309
12th GCSA of New England (75)
320
13th Rhode Island GCSA (82)
320
14th Mid-Atlantic AGCS
WD

Skill Events
Closest to the pin hole #5, sponsored by Ocean Organics Steve Whipple 8’-2”- Hudson Valley GCSA
Closest to the pin hole #7, sponsored by Bayer Jason Meersman 1’-6” – METGCSA
Closest to the pin hole #12, sponsored by Toro Mike Hermanson 14’-3”- GCSA of New England
Closest to the pin hole #15, sponsored by Plant Food Jeff Haas 4’-2” – Philadelphia AGCS
Long Drive
Hole # 6: Sponsors Division sponsored by Allied Nutrients Andrew Stillwell – BASF Group
Hole # 14: Gross Division sponsored by BASF Rene Vadeboncoeur – GCSA of Cape Cod
Hole # 16: Net Division sponsored by Syngenta Neil Lajennesse – Connecticut AGCS
Low Gross Team
Jeff Haas & John Gosselin from Philadelphia AGCS

Score of 69

Sponsorship Team Winner
Joe Perry & Andrew Stilwell from BASF Group

Skins
Net Mike Hermanson Eagle on 12
Mark Nichols Eagle on 17
Josh Kopera Eagle on 18
Steve Smith Double Eagle on 13
Jim Favreau Eagle on 5
Nick Burchard Eagle on 7
Gross Sean Cain Birdie on 6
Chet Walsh Birdie on 12
Jeff Haas Birdie on 17
Ryan Emerich Birdie on 18

Score of 67

GCSA of NY logo glasses- $10.00 per set

GCSA of NY logo hats
are available for
$25.00 each
Contact Suzanne if you are interested in purchasing

NYGCF Update

Connect To Protect New York Tour; My Journey to Connect with Superintendents From Around the State
of New York
by Ken Benoit, CGCS
Executive Director, New York Golf Course Foundation
As most of you are aware, the New York Golf Course Foundation (NYGCF) is working on two Turfgrass
Environmental Stewardship Fund (TESF) grants concurrently. These grants are designed with the sole
purpose of advancing our industry’s environmental efforts, specifically as it relates to water resource
protection via the New York Golf Best Management Practices (BMPs) and communicating our
commitment to non-industry stakeholders.
Of the tasks currently in the hopper, I am particularly excited that one has allowed me to combine my two
biggest passions, turfgrass management and riding a bike. Last year I was lucky enough to ride my
bicycle across the US from the east coast to the west coast, interviewing superintendents and promoting
the use of golf BMPs. I titled the adventure the “Connect To Protect Tour.” The idea being, to protect
something we value we must stay connected to it. This is true in all facets of life, from personal and
professional relationships to our investment funds, to the land we manage and beyond. This year I was
asked to repeat that effort within the Empire state. How could I say no? With that, I headed out on my
journey from Bedford, NY and made my way north and across the state to Buffalo. During my adventure
I covered 1000 miles in 15 days of riding, and I was fortunate enough to spend quality time with some
truly amazing superintendents. I visited with Shaker Ridge CC Todd Czepiel early in the tour. Todd
discussed the importance the BMPs play in helping superintendents perform their duties, particularly as
it relates to water resource conservation. While riding through Rome I stopped in to chat with Teugega
CC superintendent Ian Daniels. Ian spoke to the importance of adopting the BMPs, and how he identified
and adopted drainage BMPs at his facility to control surface water runoff. As I made my way westward
across the state I ran into Turning Stone superintendent Ricky Stefanski. Ricky is passionate

about maintaining his course at the highest level, but I also discovered he’s equally passionate about
creating and maintaining a robust pollinator program at the resort. Ricky showed me the dedicated
pollinator habitat around the property along with the beehives located at the resort…very impressive!
From there I continued to head west and bumped into Tuscarora CC superintendent Steve Kurta.
Steve is an interesting guy and a huge supporter of golf BMPs. I learned he’s a fellow Spartan so I
knew we’d have plenty to talk about. He is currently using the BMPs as a part of the planning process
for a new maintenance facility. The trail led me through Rochester, and I could not pass up an
opportunity to spend some time with CC of Rochester superintendent Rick Holfoth. Anyone who’s
been paying attention to our industry knows that Rick is one of the most passionate and
professional superintendent leaders in the Northeast. Rick spoke very passionately about the
benefits for superintendents who formally adopt BMPs at their facility. Rick is currently building a
new maintenance facility and said the BMPs played a role in the planning process, particularly
during the permitting stages. From Rochester I headed toward Buffalo where I was to visit with
Buffalo CC superintendent Anthony Tosh. Unfortunately, an unforeseen circumstance kept us from
getting together but it’s important to pass along that during our communications, Anthony was very
passionate about BMPs and adamant that facility adoption was an important next step in their
evolution. Hopefully we can connect in the near future to discuss his perspective in more detail.
While heading back towards Bedford from Buffalo I stopped in to hang out with Lima CC
superintendent Larry Checho where Larry is not just the superintendent at this family run business,
he’s the owner! And he views protecting water resources at Lima CC as both his fiscal and social
responsibility. Larry’s commitment to protecting his water resources is truly inspiring. Way to go
Larry! I was also fortunate to have spent time with superintendents in the down state regions and I
can assure you of this fact, each superintendent I visited around this great state emphatically
proclaimed facility adoption of the NYS Golf BMPs was the next and most important undertaking in
our industry.
I filmed each of these interviews and will be releasing them over the next few months. Also, I’ll be
heading to Rochester this December to discuss the good the bad and the ugly of both my cycling
tours. Hope to see you there!

Membership
JOIN GCSA OF NY TODAY

If you are interested in joining GCSA of NY ,
visit our website at gcsaofny.org and click
join/renew. You can pay dues online with
your credit card or submit a check to GCSA
of NY at P.O. Box 295 North Tonawanda,
NY 14120
Website link : gcsaofny.org

GCSA of NY
Membership Directory

New members since the 2021 directory has
been published:
Affiliate Member
Darren Graf
Grassland Equipment & Irrigarion
dgraf@grasslandcorp.com
518-441-4753

Educator Members:
Frank Rossi
Cornell University
fsr3@cornell.edu
607-227-5873

Class A Superintendent
James Brand
Town of Hamburg
jbrand@townofhamburgny.com
716-517-1754

Carl Schimenti
Cornell University
css223@cornell.edu
607-227-2757

Matthew Borowiec Class B from Class C
Class C Assistant Superintendent
Tim Lane
RaNic Golf Club
trlane05@yahoo.com
607-342-0941

Dr. Alex Ellram
SUNY Cobleskill
ellramar@cobleskill.edu
518-231-8055

GCSAA’s Golf Course Environmental Profile surveys are very important to the profession and
industry. GCSA of NY encourages all superintendents to participate in the third major Golf
Course Water Use and Conservation survey.
Your participation will continue to enable advocacy efforts, as well as provide resources to
help superintendents succeed.
It is crucial that everyone participate with this survey to adequately represent all locations,
facilities, etc. because we need the data (facts).
GCSA of NY asks that you complete the survey as soon as possible before the deadline of Nov.
23, 2021.
Click here or paste this link into your browser to get started.
https://ngf.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFAYal9x7awy38 G?src=O3
Everyone who completes the survey in its entirety will automatically be entered into prize
drawings. GCSAA is offering more than $10,000 in prizes during the third series of GCEP
surveys. There will be three prize winners in each of the seven U.S. agronomic regions per
survey. Three randomly selected participants in first, second and third order will receive
$300, $200, and $100 respectively. In addition, GCSAA members will be awarded 0.50 service
points for their participation. Individual survey responses will not be disclosed or used by
GCSAA and results will only be published in aggregate.

In support of FMC's Give Back to local chapters
initiative, each Kalida fungicide unit purchased
during 2021 FMC EOP will generate $25 to your local
GCSAA chapter.
Superintendents can enroll in the FMC Give Back program
and automatically qualify for FMC September Spotlight +
EOP.

Give Back Link

2021 GCSA of NY
POA Golf
Tournament
Thank you to Matt Falvo and the
entire Turning Stone Resort &
Casino staff for a great event.

POA results- Gross scores

POA Results- Net Scores

Thank you to everyone who
sponsored a tee at the POA
Tournament
Andre & Son
Harrell's
Grassland
First Turf & Ornamental
BASF
Club Car
Finch Turf
Helena
Pump Irrigation
Syngenta
Ewing Irrigation
Site One
Bayer
Weaver Golf & Turf Solutions
Dryject Upstate
MTE

Sky High Turf Farms
Preferred Seed
Value Turf
Advanced Scoreboards
Corteva Agriscience
Custom Turf Services
Worm Power
Faery's Golf
Batavia Turf
Gernatt's
Prime Source
Target Specialty Products
Nutrien
RainBird
Turf Screen
Sip Cam Magro
Atlantic Golf & Turf
Empire Golf Carts
Quali-Pro
The Andersons
Michael Grimm Tree Service
Boyd Turf
Nufarm
Lakeside Sod
FMC

Data for the Modern Golf Course Superintendent Part 3: A Good Idea from a Bad round
Carl Schimenti
Cornell Turfgrass Program Manager
The good idea for this article came from a recent bad round of golf I played in representing the GCSAA-NY
in the MET GCSA team championship tournament at Saratoga National Golf Club. Big shout out to
GCSANY’s own Joe Lucas, VP of Grounds and Golf for the last 22 years. Our GCSANY team was not
victorious (congrats to the Philadelphia section, at least ONE of your teams can win something), but
everyone got to experience a wonderful day and even better course conditioning.

Image 1. 18th Fairway at Saratoga National (photo credit: Joe Lucas)

What particularly struck me was the purity of the creeping bentgrass fairways. Ball lie was excellent on the
firm surfaces with little organic matter accumulation (thatch). This despite an abnormally wet year where
creeping bentgrass growth on heavy soils SHOULD surge. I was curious, so I asked Joe for the secret recipe.
You have to know Joe Lucas to appreciate the verbal delivery of the following message. Joe was adamant
that several principles are essential to maintaining these fairway conditions. Judicious use of water and
fertilizer over two decades create a long-term competitive advantage for bentgrass. This, combined with
routine use of Paclobutrazol has helped maintain low growth rates.
Most notably, Joe has almost completely abandoned routine cultivation practices such as coring and
verticutting fairways to manage organic matter. In fact, he has cored once in 20 years, and verticutt three
times. When asked his secret to organic matter mitigation, he responded “cart traffic!”.

It now started to make sense. When playing the golf course, announcements were made to keep carts in the
fairways the length of the hole. Further, the “no-cart” signs were unusually close to green approaches. This was
all done to turn what is normally a nuisance - cart traffic - into a desirable cultural practice! A natural
transition to the focus of this column for the year; the relationship of growth and traffic.

Image 2. Difference in thatch accumulation by traffic rate at Saratoga National
(photo credit: Joe Lucas)

There is constant talk of courses transitioning to bentgrass, particularly with high profile examples of success
(Re: John Hoyle, Corning CC). However, it is common to hear concerns regarding organic matter
accumulation of new bentgrasses and how one might combat this without the traditional resources
(topdressing, aeration, grooming, venting, etc.) necessary to do so. Perhaps the situation at Saratoga National
could be quantified, and used as a baseline to determine how much traffic is required to keep organic matter
at bay?
When it comes to cart traffic, it may best be quantified in the context of rolling, e.g. - how many carts would
need to drive across a given area to replicate the same physical characteristics as a pull-behind fairway roller?
It turns out this information is knowable in theory and can be extrapolated to equate cart traffic to fairway
rolling frequency over the course of a year.

Image 3. Various rolling devices used at Saratoga National (photo credit: Joe Lucas)

There were numerous calculations and assumptions needed to complete this analysis. A detailed
explanation can be provided (e-mail me) but for the sake of brevity, the gory details have been omitted. I
assure you they have been properly vetted. Golf cart traffic is translated into the annual frequency of
fairway rolling events given various scenarios in Table 1.

Highlighted in orange is the assumed range of results at Saratoga National. Nearly all of rounds are
played using golf carts, and golfers are given explicit instructions to keep carts in the fairways when
possible. These data suggests that annual cart traffic is equivalent to rolling the fairways between 154
and 195 times per year, approximately 5 times per week given the length of the golf season! If a
superintendent said they roll fairways nearly every day, it would be no surprise that they are able to
suppress organic matter accumulation. Yet, when it comes to cart traffic, that sort of intuition is
clouded without a normalizing metric (like rolling frequency).
Could these data prove useful to benchmark the amount of traffic required to keep organic matter
levels desirable? To rampantly speculate for a moment, perhaps a mechanical traffic rate equal to 120
rolls/year is required to stabilize OM levels without routine cultivation practices. A facility could use
these data to evaluate current cart traffic levels and determine the “supplemental rolling” required to
reach the 120 rolls/year number. Of course, considerations should be made concerning variables such
as rounds rates, soil types, management practices and fairway width if these data were to be applied at
another course.
More realistically, these data are simply a numerical expression for WHY the circumstances and
management practices align to produce excellent conditioning at Saratoga National. This data science
and analytics series in 2021 has been about the “see-saw” of growth and traffic, and the multitude of
ways that you can manipulate each “end” to achieve success. As Joe says: “There are 1,000 ways to do
this job!”.

Thank you to Martin Ward and all
the staff at Mendon Golf Club for a
fantastic day of golf on a beautiful
fall day in October.
Closest to the pin winners:
Congratulations to Eric
Birkemeier and Eron
Lyons

GCSA of NY presents:

2021 Annual Meeting and
Education Day

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8TH
AT COUNTRY CLUB OF
ROCHESTER
REGISTRATION OPENS AT 8AM
COST $125 PER PERSON
CLICK HERE TO
SIGN UP AT GCSAOFNY.ORG

2021 Annual Meeting and
Education Day
GCSANY Educational Symposium Wednesday, December 8, 2021 Country Club of
Rochester
7:00-8:00am Registration/Exhibits
8:00-9:00am Managing Pythium on Putting Greens: A Year Round Proposition
Dr. Nathaniel Mitkowski, University of Rhode Island
9:00-10:00am 2021: Recap of Fungal Diseases, Insect Pest and Weed Control in Golf
Course Turf with Solutions
Steve Mcdonald, Turfgrass Disease Solutions LLC and Adjunct Instructor at Rutgers
University.
10:00-10:15am Break
10:15-11:15am Nematodes and Management Strategies in the “Post-Nemacur Era”
Dr. Nathaniel Mitkowski, University of Rhode Island
11:15am-12pm Highlighting the Importance of Adopting BMPs at Your Facility via the
the Connect to Protect New York Bike Tour
Ken Benoit, Executive Director of the New York Golf Course Foundation (NYGCF).
12pm- 1:00pm Lunch
1:00pm - 2:00pm Soil Composition and Drainage
Sam Ferro, President Turf & Soil Diagnostics, Inc.
2:00pm-3:00pm GCSANY Annual Meeting

Speaker Name: Steve McDonald
Affiliation: Turfgrass Disease Solutions LLC and Adjunct Instructor at Rutgers University.
Title: 2021: A Recap of fungal diseases, insect pest and weed control in golf course turf with
solutions
Outline: This presentation will be an interactive review of the 2021 growing season which was
marked by heavy fungal and insect pest pressure. 2020 and 2021 brought a record number of
golf rounds to most golf courses in New York. This created new and different management
challenges.
The fungal diseases of tall fescue, bentgrass and bluegrasses will be highlighted in detail and
chemical and cultural control methods will be discussed. 2021 brought heavy insect pest
pressure from fall armyworms, annual bluegrass weevils and white grubs. Insecticide use and
cultural management of insect pests will be recapped. New insecticide options for golf course
superintendents will be highlighted in detail.
Bio: Steve McDonald is the chief plot sprayer with Turfgrass Disease Solutions, LLC. This year,
Turfgrass Disease Solutions will visit more than 200 golf courses up and down the east coast
as well as conduct more than 100 field research trials on golf course turf in 2021. In May of
2021, Steve started a weekly video podcast that outlines what happened in the field of golf
course management on a weekly basis.
Steve has a B.S.in Turf Management from Delaware Valley University and a M.S. in Turfgrass
Pathology from the University of Maryland.

Highlighting the Importance of Adopting BMPs at Your Facility via the Connect to Protect New
York Bike Tour
60 minutes
In this workshop, we will dispel the myth that BMPs handcuff the superintendent and will show
participants that the opposite is true. Ken will show you, through firsthand experience and
encounters with superintendents along his tour, how to use BMPs to improve turf health,
reduce budget expenditures, and enhance community relationships all while preserving and
protecting our water resources. We will also discuss why the future of golf depends on
superintendents aligning their facilities with golf BMPs and how easily this can be achieved.
This workshop will include a PowerPoint slide show and videos showing Golf BMPs in action
from around the state of NY and beyond.
Ken Benoit, CGCS has worked in many roles, during his 3 decades working in the golf
industry. Benoit served as President of the MetGCSA in 2018 and 2019. In addition to being
the Founder and President of Eco Turf Consulting, a firm dedicated to protecting the
environment through the game of golf, Ken is Executive Director of the New York Golf Course
Foundation (NYGCF). In his role with the NYGCF, he helps guide the non-profit organization
through educational outreach programs and relationship development designed to preserve
and protect water resources in the state of New York. Throughout his career, Ken has been
dedicated to building relationships between State Legislators and Regulators, environmental
groups and golf industry professionals to educate on environmental protection matters
related to the golf turfgrass industry.

Presentation Title: Soil Composition and Drainage
Outline:
1) Factors Affecting Drainage
2) Native Soil Rootzones
a) common characteristics
b) examples of modified native putting greens
c) common maintenance practices to improve native soil drainage
3) Sand Based Rootzone
a) common characteristics
b) examples of 2 year old and 10 year old sand-based putting greens
c) topdressing to improve performance
Sam Ferro, President Turf & Soil Diagnostics, Inc.
Mr. Ferro joined Turf Diagnostics & Design in 1998, becoming president of the company in 2001.
With the 2015 merger of Turf Diagnostics & Design and Hummel & Co., Mr. Ferro became the
president of Turf & Soil Diagnostics.
Mr. Ferro, who has worked in laboratories at scientist and management levels since 1983, is
responsible for both the technical direction and administrative leadership of the company. Mr.
Ferro and Turf & Soil Diagnostics are well-known throughout the landscape, golf and sports turf
industries for providing accurate test results and valuable insight regarding the performance of
soils, growing media, aggregates, and amendments.
Turf & Soil Diagnostics performs routine soil physical testing, problem diagnostics, and research
and development. Our services have been used by many of the leading turf and landscape
designers, managers, superintendents, agronomists, and suppliers from around the world. Areas
of specialization include, golf courses, sports fields, green roofs (vegetated roofs) and manufactured
rootzones

Dr. Nathaniel Mitkowski is a Professor of Plant Pathology and Chairman of the Department of
Plant Sciences and Entomology at the University of Rhode Island. He teaches a large freshman
introductory horticulture class and numerous upper level classes in turf and ornamental
pathology, turfgrass management, plant improvement and small engine operation. His research
is split between diseases of turfgrasses and nematode pathogens of turf and vegetables. He has
authored dozens of papers on turfgrass and nematode diseases and is nationally recognized for
his work on bacterial wilt of turfgrasses and nematode-related turfgrass issues. He is also the
director of the URI Turfgrass Disease Diagnostic Lab, which diagnoses diseases from across the
United States.
My primary research focus is improving and developing disease control strategies for
intensively managed turfgrass systems. Over the past 5 years, we have dedicated significant
resources to understanding emerging bacterial diseases on turfgrasses and are now examining
the phyllosphere ecology of these pathogens. My lab is also currently investigating the biology of
nematode pathogens on turfgrasses in Southern New England. In addition, one of my current
students is examining the fungicide resistance spectrum of isolates of Colletotrichum
graminicola from Rhode Island, Connecticut and Massachusetts, in order to develop more
effective fungicide rotation strategies
Dr. Mitkowski will have 2 topics of discussion that will include “Nematodes and Management
Strategies in the ‘post-Nemacur Era’ ” and “Managing Pythium on Putting Greens: A Year-Round
Proposition”

GCSA of NY is proud to announce that we made a total
of $6,099.20 from the Rounds 4 Research Auction. The
proceeds will be donated to the Cornell Turfgrass
Science Program.
Thank you to all who donated rounds.
We look forward to continuing our partnership with
Cornell and Frank Rossi.

If you are interested in donating please click the
link below or contact Suzanne at
gcsaofny@gmail.com

https://www.eifg.org/research/rounds-4-research/donate-a-round/onlineform

NEWS
With Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
KDOYLE@GCSAA.ORG
follow me on Twitter @ GCSAA_NE

Labor continues to be a struggle for many superintendents in the northeast. Whether attracting them or retaining
them, the process is difficult and costly. In one of my recent presentations we spoke of how hard it is managing and
communicating with a multi-generational workforce. No easy feat, and challenges in dealing with younger employees
dominated the post-presentation discussions. Much like our
t favorite sports teams, there needs to be an element of
youth within our staffs and industry workforce to succeed now, and, more importantly, in the future.
This piece isn’t meant to be a means to fix problems associated with attracting new and vibrant turf professionals,
nor is there a magic bullet on molding millennials into the perfect future assistant superintendent. I could simply
write “let them do whatever they want, whenever they want, tell them they did an amazing job and give them a
participation trophy.” But honestly, that sounds good to me too, and I’m far removed from my younger years. It is
meant to focus on who we are trying to attract, ways we might be able to reach them, and resources available to
everyone that may assist in attracting young people to our industry.
Lots of superintendents started working on golf courses at young ages. Whether on the grounds crew or as a caddy,
the “I want to work on a golf course” seed was planted very early. Enter insurance issues and many of those
opportunities are gone. Very few superintendents hire employees under the age of 18. At that point they have
graduated high school, gotten their first or had multiple jobs, and have considered a non-turf career path that they
believe they will be on the rest of their life. We need to look even younger than high school-aged individuals.
Our mission at GCSAA to “enhance the enjoyment, growth, and vitality of the game of golf” cuts right to the heart of
this matter. In order to grow the game, we need to engage the younger people without hiring them. The First Green
initiative is about opening up our courses as a learning lab to young students. Allowing access to our property and
game may never happen otherwise. Showing them what we do at our facility and how we do it is a key step to a
possible future with golf in it. Bring them to us and teach them about the career we all enjoy so much. (more on The
First Green can be found here: www.thefirstgreen.org)

NEWS

Many superintendents are going the other direction and headed back to school. Going to a son’s or
daughter’s class and talking about our profession. Targeting the local golf teams (already interested in golf)
or attending career days at local schools. GCSAA has developed some marketing tools to promote our
profession to younger individuals. Our office might be slightly different than many others, and that may
appeal to more kids than we think! Reach out if you need help or materials.
Perhaps giving every toddler you know a Fisher Price lawnmower might be a good start. Reaching out and
engaging school aged children about the passion and enjoyment we share in our industry may also reap
future benefits.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:
Growing awareness about the positive environmental impact of golf courses

Why take the Water Use and Conservation Practices Survey
The Golf Course Environmental Profile, Phase III is starting up this fall with the Water Use and Conservation
Practices Survey. All superintendents, including non-GCSAA members, should participate in this critical survey and
to ensure that the profession and industry are well represented by all course types, budget levels and locations. Note:
individual survey responses are not disclosed nor does GCSAA sell email addresses.

How to participate
Superintendents should check their email inboxes or spam filters for an email sent on GCSAA’s behalf by the
National Golf Foundation (NGF) for their individual access to the survey. The data from the survey will provide
much-needed facts that enable GCSAA to advocate on behalf of the profession and industry to maintain the
resources needed to ensure success. Without the data, we can’t provide the facts behind what we say about golf’s and
the superintendent’s professionalism and environmental stewardship. If you did not receive the email, you can still
access the survey linked below.

Take the Survey

Upcoming FREE webcasts:

Must Have BMPs for the Golf Course Landscapes
Nov. 16 @ 10 a.m.
Jan Bel Jan, ASGCA

The Renaissance of Fine Fescues in Aotearoa presented by Oregon Fine Fescue Commission
Nov. 23 @ 2 p.m.
Will Bowden

Today’s Turf is …. Playable
Dec. 14 @ noon
Aaron J. Patton, Ph.D.

Tips for Painting Your Turf
Dec. 16 @ noon
Sun Roesslein, CSFM
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.

WE NEED YOU

We are looking for volunteers to
serve on the following committees:
Membership
Education
Meeting/Tournaments
Scholarship/Research
Government relations/Environment

If you are interested please contact Suzanne, Chapter Administrator at
gcsaofny@gmail.com

