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This is certainly not what we had hoped for the inaugural Spring of the newly consolidated Golf Course Superintendents Association of New York. We
hope everyone is doing as well as can be expected during this pandemic and wish the best for you and your families. Since Mid-March, we have tried to
get out some timely updates regarding the ability to maintain our golf courses and remain compliant with “New York Pause”, your association worked
collaboratively with other state superintendent associations and allied associations when possible to keep the information consistent. This became a bit
more difficult as some counties implemented more stringent and, in some cases, less stringent guidelines. The one common theme that we saw is our
associations worked together to try to gain clarity and guidance to assist everyone in implementing a plan for their operation.
The GCSANY March Education day, as well as, our calendar through early summer has been suspended until we have a clearer picture of what the reopening guidelines will look like. I want to thank our three March education day speakers Frank Rossi, Doug Soldat, and Ian Andrew for their
willingness to provide information remotely each week to assist us with engaging topics during our period of reduced maintenance protocols. Our
March meeting was also going to serve as the meeting to approve the by-laws of our newly consolidated association, as well as, to elect the initial board
of directors. Since that meeting could not happen, we are still serving as the consolidation committee until we can accommodate a meeting and vote. If
gatherings are limited for the remainder of the summer, we will investigate technology alternatives that will allow for remote interaction and voting.
Suzanne Mis is off to a great start as the association administrator, especially given the uniqueness of the current situation. She has been busy running
the day to day operation of GCSANY, as well as, updating our database, developing financial statements, billing dues and partnership commitments,
updating the website, coordinating our meetings and current education, and assisting with any member needs. We know that all clubs are under
substantial financial strains, and we are committed to flexibility, but please make what effort you can to update all of your contact information on the
website and pay your annual dues as soon as feasible. If you prefer, please reach out to Suzanne at gcsaofny@gmail.com to update your information.
We would also like to thank our affiliate members and specifically our affiliate partners that have provided the important initial support and funding
for the consolidated association. We understand this crisis is also taking a financial toll on you as well, and we look forward to supporting you in the
future as you have supported us now.
We would also like to take this opportunity to invite our members to submit an article for publication in the quarterly newsletter. It can be as simple as
a short explanation and a couple before and after pictures of a project, or a longer in-depth piece. One thing we all seem to enjoy and hearing about
and learning from each other’s experiences. Finally, we will be forming committees over the next couple of months and could really use your help and
support in this endeavor. Committees include membership, education, meetings and tournaments, scholarship and research, and government
relations/communications. Please consider serving on a committee to get involved and support your association, as well as, a great opportunity to get to
know more colleagues and continue to board service. Thank you and stay well.

THINKING OF YOU AND HOPING FOR A

Speedy Recovery
GARY POWERS
SUPERINTENDENT LANCASTER COUNTRY
CLUB

Membership
JOIN GCSA OF NY TODAY

If you are interested in joining GCSA of NY ,
visit our website at gcsaofny.org and click
join/renew. You can pay dues online with
your credit card or submit a check to GCSA
of NY at P.O. Box 295 North Tonawanda,
NY 14120
Website link : gcsaofny.org

Rick Holfoth, CGCS
Country Club of Rochester
2935 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14610
rholfoth@ccrochester.org
585-381-1844

Joe Lucas
Saratoga National Golf Club
458 Union Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
jlucas@golfsaratoga.com
518-857-8928

Brian Conn, CGCS
Transit Valley Country Club
8920 Transit Road
East Amherst, NY 14051
bconn@transitvalley.com
585-409-0961

Scott Winkelman
Wells College Golf Course
170 Main Street
Aurora, NY 13026
scotwink@aol.com
315-439-3995

Ash Gough
Beaver Meadow Golf Club
185 Barnard Drive
Phoenix, NY 13035
Ashgough97@gmail.com
302-650-0946

Scott Dodson, CGCS
Park Country Club
4949 Sheridan Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221
scott@parkclub.org
716-818-1126

Matt Simon
Thendara Golf Course
151 5th Street
Thendara, NY 13472
mattsimongcs@gmail.com
207-595-0330

Steve Kurta
Tuscarora Country Club
2901 Howlett Hill Road
Marcellus, NY 13108
greensforged@gmail.com
315-604-6298

Drew Thompson, CGCS
East Aurora Country Club
300 Girdle Road
East Aurora, NY 14052
drew@eastauroracc.com
716-652-9100

Nevin Hess
Midvale Country Club
2387 Baird Road
Rochester, NY 14526
nrhess19@yahoo.com
585-586-7448

Consolidation Committee and Proposed Board of Directors

news
FROM

YOUR

CHAPTER

ADMINISTRATOR

Suzanne Mis

Well, 2020 has definitely started out different than I think we all expected. I officially joined GCSA of NY on February
1st and was very much looking forward to kicking off the season going to Lawrence, Kansas for the Chapter
Symposium and then right into March Education day. Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, both were
cancelled and the golf course industry was thrown into a series of ups and downs. Are we closed? Is golf course
maintenance essential? We started using terminology like social distancing, wearing face masks in public and
homeschooling. As we approach mid spring, the weather has improved, and superintendents are working harder and
with less staff to keep the courses maintained and we started using zoom to hold board and grounds committee
meetings.
As May 15th comes closer, we wait to hear what the next step will be to start the process of re-entering society.
Personally, I can't wait to visit family, go to a restaurant and grocery shop without a mask.
During this time, the association has continued to move forward. As soon as we are able we will hold our meeting to
officially accept the by-laws and vote in the Board of Directors. The March Education day was replaced with a three
day webinar series that was hosted by Frank Rossi and his assistant Carl Schimenti. We were able to secure Doug
Soldat and Ian Andrew, who were scheduled to speak at the original education event, and I received many comments
that the event was a success. We hope to re-schedule the original Education Day event for the fall.
This is our very first newsletter for the GCSA of NY and I hope you enjoy it as much as I did putting it together. I want
to thank Michael Tollner for his contribution to this issue in writing the Superintendent Spotlight article. I look
forward to working Mike on subsequent issues. I also want to thank all of our partners for 2020, thank you for your
support and I look forward to continuing to work together. Finally, I want to thank the consolidation board for all their
support, hard work and dedication in pursuing the vision of a combined association. This will happen and it will be a
success.
Membership has been going strong since we started sending out emails on how to officially join. Many of you were
already members of either, WNY, Finger Lakes or Central, but in order to be an official member we need you to join
GCSA of NY. It is as easy as logging on to the website at gcsaofny.org and clicking on renew/join. We would like you
to update your information and you can even pay via a credit card online. If you need any assistance, please feel free
to contact me and I will be happy to help. You can contact me at gcsaofny@gmail.com.
I promise to keep you informed as we start scheduling events. I look forward to meeting all of you at an event in the
near future and please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or comments that you may have. Stay safe and
healthy.

GCSA of NY logo hats
are available for
$25.00 each
CONTACT SUZANNE MIS, OUR CHAPTER
ADMINISTRATOR AR GCSAOFNY@GMAIL.COM TO GET
YOURS TODAY!

BAND OF BROTHERS
BY GUY CIPRIANO
FEATURED IN GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY

Colleagues and supervisors use words such as pragmatic, cerebral and methodical to describe Brian
Conn. Until last year, reason dictated nearly every decision in his personal and professional life, making
him no different than thousands of other golf course superintendents.

“Our relationship has already
changed. We’re
closer. I love him like a
brother.

” Scott Dodson, Park

Thinking with your brain is safe. Science-based decisions create job and personal security. Thwarting
turf diseases and meeting budgets allow middle-aged managers to raise families in comfortable
surroundings. A marriage spanning two decades, guiding children through the perils of grade school
and maintaining steady employment are measures of superintendent admiration.

Country Club

By any metric, Conn was a success, having ascended to the position of superintendent at Transit Valley
Country Club, a venerable private club in East Amherst, N.Y., in 2015. His career included stints as a
public course superintendent and assistant at one of Buffalo’s revered private clubs. The Erie, Pa.,
native possessed a degree from Penn State University. He served multiple terms as president of the
Western New York Golf Course Superintendent Association.

“IT CAME AS A REVELATION SHORTLY
AFTER I SAW THE EMAIL. THERE WAS
SOMETHING THAT DROVE ME. MY BRAIN
WOULD HAVE TOLD ME, ‘YOU CAN’T DO
THIS. YOU DON’T HAVE TIME FOR THIS.
IT WON’T WORK OUT. ANALYTICALLY, IT
DOESN’T WORK WITH WHAT YOU HAVE
ON YOUR PLATE.’ SOMETHING PUSHED
ME AND THANK GOD IT DID.”
BRIAN CONN, TRANSIT VALLEY COUNTRY
CLUB

Conn developed a work-life balance that eludes people holding a similar job. He ate summer dinners
with his wife, Jennifer, and children, Victoria and Noah, attended church and maintained hobbies away
from the course, including running, canoeing and fishing. Superintendents working 70-, 80- and 90-hour
weeks were just stories to Conn. He never experienced a major surgery and replaced a tobacco addiction
with training for races.
But, as 2016 ended, Conn was hurting. Last year didn’t start any better. “I was yearning for something
more in my life,” Conn says.
Scott Dodson, the superintendent at neighboring Park Country Club, was also hurting. His
right kidney was failing. Thirty percent, 20 percent, 7 percent. Every time Dodson visited the
doctor, kidney disease, a result of being born with a scarred kidney, had eliminated more of
the organ’s functioning capacity.
To read the rest of the story click the following link to our website:
WWW.GCSAOFNY.ORG

MAY 2020

No events scheduled
.

JUNE 2020
Wednesday June 10, 2020

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Cornell Field Day - turfgrass research update & tour, lunch
and golf
.

OCTOBER 2020
JULY 2020

Speaker & Golf - Colgate's Seven Oaks GC
Walk & Talk with Frank Rossi at Transit Valley
Golf Club.

Board Meeting and Golf - in the Buffalo, WNY area

NOVEMBER 2020

AUGUST 2020

GCSA of NY Annual Meeting of membership,
reports, elections and budget. Share our seasons
stories, lessons and BMP's.

Family Event to be determined
Walk & Talk with Frank Rossi - Skaneateles Country Club
POA Tournament& Fundraiser- Turning Stone's Shenendoah & Kaluhyat

DECEMBER 2020
SEPTEMBER 2020
Mohawk Valley Annual Clam Bake at Woodcrest Golf Club in Manilius ,
New York.

Finger Lakes Shop day at Monroe Country Club
Skeet shooting at Country Club of Buffalo
Al's Whiskey Lounge get together

EDUCATION DAY
Even though our kick-off the season
education day event was cancelled in
March due to the mandated shut down
of events due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
We have partnered with Frank Rossi
from Cornell to offer several webinars to
our membership. We hope you enjoyed
the events and we look forward to offer
in person seminars this fall. Stay tuned
for dates and times to come.

SHOP TOUR AND TOP
GOLF
Earlier this year, Lakeshore Yacht and
Country Club hosted a shop tour,, which
included lunch and golf at Top Golf. Over
25 superintendents from across New York
attended and enjoyed the day. If you are
interested in hosting a shop tour event
please contact Suzanne Mis, our Chapter
Administrator to set a date.

WHAT IS GOING ON AT
YOUR CLUB?
Do you have a new piece of equipment
or looking into new technology? In our
next issue, I would love to showcase what
is new at your club. If you are interested
in writing something about a special
project, new equipment or anything else
that you would like to share with your
fellow superintendents, please contact
your chapter administrator, Suzanne Mis.

SUPERINTENDENT
SPOTLIGHT
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the past when writing this column, I have always

be the first official meeting of the GCSANY, and

met with the superintendent I'm writing about in

there was a great level of excitement around this

person, usually over lunch, or in their office, or by

day. As everyone knows, this had to be postponed,

taking a tour of their course. In the age of Covid-19

but hopes are high that we will still be able to get

however, so much has changed, and so Rick and I

together in the near future.

decided that a phone conversation would be the

Rick and I spent some time discussing how the idea

most appropriate way to conduct his interview. This

of having three different associations, covering a

was a bit disappointing, but it is the reality of the

geographical area spanning from Buffalo to

situation that e have all been thrown into since

Syracuse and beyond, could come together and

March.

form one bigger, stronger association. The idea

The Covid-19 outbreak has had an incredible impact

behind this started four or five years ago in a very

on all of our lives, both professionally and personally,

grassroots manner. Then, in the early part of 2017, a

no doubt. It has also had a big impact on our newly

committee was formed with three superintendents

formed association. Rick is the chairman of the

from each of the participating organizations. It was

consolidation committee that helped to lay the

at this point that Rick was named chairman., and

groundwork and get the association started. He,

the group would begin to work tirelessly to form

along with so many members of the newly formed

what we now call our own. Bringing these groups

GCSANY, were looking forward to an exciting year

together was no easy feat. Rick and the other

full of events, bringing together many more people

members of the consolidation committee would

to discuss turf related issues, play golf, and network

spend two years bringing their ideas to fruition.

with a much wider range of industry folks from

They worked closely with Kevin Doyle and GCSAA

upstate N.Y. The plan had been to start things off

who offered guidance but allowed the group to

make all of the decisions themselves. The

announced that he was leaving Irondequoit. This

committee consulted many other sources and other

happened in mid-May, and the board of directors at

GCSAA chapters to figure out the best way to make

Irondequoit quickly named Rick as the interim

this happen. Following the advice of their resources,

Superintendent for the 1990 season. After just 2

and having strategic planning sessions, the

years as an assistant, and one year as the interim

representatives of each respective organization took

super, Irondequoit made it official and named Rick

the information to their local associations,

as their Golf Course Superintendent. Rick says that

presented the information, and each group then

he felt very lucky to be given the opportunity to be

voted. The Western NY chapter was the first group

the superintendent at a great club at such a young

to vote, and the results were a
unanimous yes. Central NY and Finger Lakes soon

age. Never one to rest on his laurels, Rick began

followed, each also voting to form the Golf Course

Rochester, working on a Bachelor's Degree in

Superintendents Association of New York.

Business, which he completed in 1997. Along with

Rick's path to becoming a certified golf course

acquiring a second degree, Rick was, of course , busy

superintendent has been an interesting one. He

managing a golf course during this period in his life.

began working at a young age as a caddy at

He credits his time at Irondequoit with giving him

Wanakah Country Club in Hamburg, NY, just south of

great experience, especially while undergoing a

Buffalo. After a few summers as a looper, Rick took

course restoration and the installation of a new

the first step towards becoming a superintendent,

irrigation system. The club hired architect Ron

working in the grounds maintenance department at

Prichard for the restoration, and the work was

Wanakah. He may not have known it at the time,

completed throughout the 2001 season.

but his new summer job was going to lead him

In early 2003, Joe Hahn announced his intention to

towards a long and successful career. After high

retire from The Country Club of Rochester, and Rick

school, Rick enrolled in college at Buffalo State with

was eager to step in as Mr. Hahn's replacement. The

a major in
industrial engineering. During the summer after his

club was working on a new Master Plan, and who

first year of school, Rick was an intern working in a
factory. Upon completion of this internship, Rick
realized that the path he had chosen was not his
calling. So for his second year of school, he switched
majors to computer science. Unfortunately, he soon
realized that computer science wasn't peaking his
interests either! He would spend some time
speaking to his parents about what he wanted to do,
and then made a decision to transfer into the turf
management program at SUNY Dehli. Rick would
receive his Associates degree from Delhi in 1988 and
upon graduation, took a job as the assistant
Superintendent at Irondequoit Country Club. Rick
was excited to be chosen for this position, and just 2
years later, the superintendent he was working for

taking night classes at St. John Fisher College in

better to put that plan in place than Rick, especially
after recently completing the projects at
Irondequoit. Having the renovaton experience, plus
having recently installed the new irrigation system,
Rick was a great fit to take over as superintendent at
yet another Donald Ross gem. Rick says that he feels
extremely fortunate to have been able to go from
working at one great club to another, without
having to move to a new city or location, a rare
occurrence in our industry. He began working at
CCR in March of that year, and the club hired an up
and coming golf course architect by the name of Gil
Hanse to design the Master Plan. The project was
approved the following spring, and work began that
year. This included a bunker renovation, new tees
were built, and an extensive tree removal project

began. In 2005, they installed drainage in many

Their youngest child, daughter Audra, is currently a

areas of the course, and utilizing what we had

freshman in high school and is also a soccer player.

learned from the installation of the new irrigation
system at Irondequoit, a triple row system was

So while we were unable to make March's meeting

installed that year at CCR. Then in 2008, a large

at Rick's club a reality, rest assured knowing that our

project to relocate and rebuild the 18th green was

newly formed chapter, the Golf Course

completed. This project also included new

Superintendents Association of New York, has great

bentgrass clubhouse lawns, as well as a new

things planned for the future, and there will be

practice green, all built as one large complex .

plenty of events to attend once things get back to

More recently, Rick and the club have been working

normal. Stay safe, and stay healthy, and we will all

on "Phase Two" of the Master Plan, which has

get together again soon.

included more tee work, and they are planning more
tree removals in the near future as well. Rick and Mr.
Hanse have worked closely throughout the project,
and the club still calls on him from time to time
when slight tweaks and small projects on the course
are needed. As if he wasn't already busy enough,
Rick has also recently completed his Master's Degree
in Turf Management from Penn State's online "world
Campus" as part of his professional growth plan at
CCR.
When not at work, Rick enjoys spending time with
his wife of 27 years, Rosemary, and their four
children. The family enjoys boating in the summer
at the family's Lake Erie camp, as well as skiing and
snowboarding during the winter months. Rosemary
is a third grade teacher, and the couple have two
children in high school and two in college. Their
oldest, Joshua, studies journalism and
communications at SUNY Oswego, and is also a
rugby player. Caleb, their second child, studies mass
media and communications, and plays intramural
soccer at St. Johns University in Queens. Simon is a
junior in high school, enjoys rowing crew, and is
considering entering the armed forces upon
completion of high school.

About the author: Mike Tollner is the Golf Course Superintendent at Bellevue Country Club in
Syracuse, NY .
He is a class A member of GCSAA, and has been working in the golf business since 1994.

As we enter late Spring, we have seen many things have changed over the past 8 weeks, right
before our eyes! First, we hope you and your family are safe during this difficult time.
A shout out to your chapter leaders. GCSAA and your chapter have been working in concert to
ensure you have resources and information at your fingertips. Chapter leaders are also there to
provide the information needed to perform your job, while adhering to CDC and health
guidelines.

GCSAA has resources available to assist superintendents during these troubling times. The safety
of your crew and the patrons of your golf course remain the number one priority. GCSAA has
created a Back2Golf Toolkit and compiled the latest CDC and OSHA information for businesses
on our Covid-19 web page. You will also find practical advice from your colleagues on how they
are handling golf during the coronavirus.

Simply visit www.gcsaa.org for all the information needed. We update information on our
Covid-19 links regularly.

If you have a question or concern that is not addressed on our webpages, please feel free to reach
out to GCSAA by giving us a call – you can always reach us at 800-472-7878.
Steve Randall
GCSAA, Director, Chapter Outreach

Hickory Design
Using vintage equipment to understand vintage golf architecture at Thendara
Golf Club
BY COLIN CRISS

Colin Criss plays Thendara Golf Club
using hickory sticks and discusses the
differences in playing the front, Donald
Ross design versus the back built by
Russell Bailey

Click the link below to get access to the
website
THE FRIED EGG.COM

